CAMARA INFO: Notices

IT'S TIME FOR FOREIGNERS’ ANNUAL REPORT TO IMMIGRATION

Source: BusinessWorld Online, 27 Dec 2007

Foreigners in the Philippines must probably be enjoying how Filipinos celebrate Christmas. The
season did not end yesterday, since the holiday revelry will continue until the coming New Year.
People are planning their media noche for the upcoming New Year’s eve and are expected to
continue distributing aguinaldos (Yuletide gifts) to their inaanak (godchildren).

In the midst of this gift giving and merry celebrations, foreigners required to register under the
Alien Registration Act of 1950 (the "Act"), as amended, are reminded to comply with the
Bureau of Immigration’s mandatory Annual Reporting requirement this coming New Year.

Under the Act, the following foreigners are required to register and undergo the formality of
picture taking and/or fingerprinting:

e those who stay in the Philippines as temporary visitors or transients for more than six
months;

¢ any foreigner child below 14 years of age at the time of entry to the Philippines and
who will remain in the country for 30 days or longer to be represented by his/her
parent or legal guardian immediately upon entry;

¢ any foreigner child born in the Philippines after June 17, 1950 and who will remain in
the Philippines for 30 days or longer to be represented by his/her parent or legal
guardian within 30 days after the child’s birth;

 any foreigner who attains his 14" birthday in the Philippines within 15 days after such
birthday;

¢ any foreigner seaman who has been discharged with the consent of the immigration
officer in charge of the port where the discharge occurred and who will stay and remain
in the Philippines for 30 days or longer immediately after his discharge or admission;
and

e every foreigner under orders of deportation.

Similarly, resident foreigners and those with working visa and their dependents are also
required to register with the Bureau of Immigration.

¢ The above-mentioned foreigners are required to report in person to the Bureau of
Immigration within the first 60 days of every calendar year and pay the annual report
fee (currently at P310).

e Failure to pay the annual report fee will result in the imposition of an administrative fine
of P200 per month or criminal prosecution for violation of the Act which, upon
conviction, can mete out a fine of not exceeding P200 or imprisonment for not more
than six months, or both.

Briefly, the annual report process requires foreigners to show their ACR I-Card and/or passport
to the concerned personnel of the office of the Bureau of Immigration and pay the annual
report fee. Generally, the entire process takes around 10 to 15 minutes only to complete.

For more information, visit the Bureau of Immigrations website: www.immigration.gov.ph




